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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  WOKINGHAM  BOROUGH  AND 
WOKINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  JOINT 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  of  Wokingham  for  the  year 
1965. 

As  usual,  this  report  describes  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  other  professional  and  technical  officers.  These  reports 
have  continued  unbroken  for  many  years,  dating  back  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  When  reading  these  past  reports  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  those  days  the  staff  were  principally  con¬ 
cerned  with  matters  of  sanitation  and  the  control  of  infectious  diseases, 
while  today  the  emphasis  is  much  more  on  social  medicine,  including 
the  care  of  the  aged,  of  mothers  and  children  and  the  physically  and 
mentally  handicapped  members  of  the  community.  Many  of  the 
notifiable  diseases  too,  have  now  been  virtually  eliminated  through  a 
planned  programme  of  children’s  immunisation  and  it  is  probable  that 
yet  another  will  be  added  to  the  list  by  the  release  of  a  vaccine  against 
measles. 

In  common  with  other  districts,  the  rapid  increase  in  population 
has  brought  many  problems  in  connection  with  environmental  hygiene, 
and  particularly  sewage  disposal,  since  some  of  the  existing  works  are 
already  running  at  almost  maximum  capacity.  It  is  therefore  most 
encouraging  to  see  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  the  progress 
made  in  the  past  year  in  extending  main  drainage  to  new  areas  and  in 
the  construction  of  new  works.  Unfortunately  for  many  years  to  come 
there  will  remain  many  properties  still  served  by  cesspools  requiring 
periodic  emptying. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  figures  for  1965  show  further  improvement  on  those  for  the 
previous  year.  Both  the  infant  mortality  rate  and  the  crude  death  rate, 
which  are  accepted  indices  of  social  conditions  in  an  area,  were  well 
below  the  average  for  the  country  as  a  whole  and  show  the  comparative 
healthiness  of  both  the  Borough  and  Rural  District. 

The  increase  in  population  still  continued  at  the  same  rapid  rate 
as  before,  and  the  estimated  mid-year  total  for  the  combined  area  is 
now  80,970.  The  Borough  of  Wokingham  now  has  a  population  of 
15,880  which  is  1,260  more  than  in  1964.  The  natural  increase,  that  is 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  year,  was  179,  and  the  remainder 
represents  the  number  of  newcomers  to  the  Borough.  The  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  showed  an  increase  of  3,200  over  the  previous  year,  bringing  the 
population  up  to  65,090.  The  increase  was  due  to  2,163  newcomers 
arriving  and  1,037  excess  of  births  over  deaths. 
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The  birth  rate  for  the  combined  area  came  to  23.2  per  thousand 
population.  This  is  of  interest  because  it  still  shows  a  rise  contrary  to 
the  national  trend,  which  is  now  falling  and  in  19o5  was  18.1.  This 
rising  birth  rate  possibly  indicates  the  relative  prosperity  of  this  part 
of  the  country  and  the  high  proportion  of  young  married  persons  in 
the  community. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  both  areas  was  much  the  same  as  in 
previous  years,  amounting  to  660  compared  with  650  in  1964  and  657 
the  year  before  that.  The  crude  death  rate  of  8.15  per  thousand 
remains  well  below  the  average  rate  for  the  rest  of  the  country,  which 
is  11.5.  Cancer  was  still  the  most  common  cause  with  129  deaths, 
which  is  19.5  per  cent  of  the  total.  Of  these,  35  were  due  to  cancer 
of  the  lung,  a  drop  of  two  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  figures. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  fall  may  continue,  but  one  cannot  be  opti¬ 
mistic  about  this.  The  next  most  common  cause  was  vascular  lesions 
of  the  nervous  system  which  caused  102  deaths,  which  represents  15.5 
per  cent  of  the  total.  Among  other  causes  of  death,  thirteen  were  due 
to  motor  accidents,  which  is  exactly  the  same  as  last  year. 

Infant  mortality  rates,  that  is,  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  per  thousand  live  births,  continue  to  fall  throughout  the  country  as 
maternity  and  other  medical  services  continue  to  improve.  The  national 
figure  has  now  fallen  to  19.0,  while  that  for  the  Borough  and  Rural 
District  combined  reached  the  record  low  figure  of  10.12  for  1965. 
This  means  that  this  part  of  the  country  must  be  one  of  the  safest  in 
which  to  have  a  baby,  and  shows  the  continued  efficiency  of  both  the 
National  Health  and  Local  Authority  maternity  services,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular,  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  of 
Wokingham  Hospital.  In  fact,  only  19  deaths  of  infants  of  this  age 
were  reported,  compared  with  31  in  the  previous  year.  Again,  the 
increased  precautions  taken  have  resulted  in  a  further  decline  in  the 
perinatal  death  rate  and  the  1965  figures  for  the  Borough  and  Rural 
District  were  13.4  and  18.9  respectively,  which  are  better  than  average 
for  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Stillbirths,  too,  continue  to  decline,  and  only  21  were  reported 
during  the  year  compared  with  25  the  year  before.  This  gives  a  rate 
of  11.1  per  thousand  live  and  still  births,  which  is  well  below  the 
national  average. 

A  short  table  is  set  out  below,  which  may  be  of  interest,  showing 
the  vital  statistics  for  the  combined  areas  compared  with  national 
figures  in  1965  and  1955. 


Comparative  tables  of  principal  rates  for  Borough  and  Rural  District 

Wokingham  Borough 


England  and  Wales 

and  Rural 

District 

1955 

1965 

1955 

1965 

Birth  Rate 

...  14.3 

18.1 

14.0 

23.2 

Stillbirth  Rate  . . . 

...  23.7 

15.7 

19.3 

11.1 

Death  Rate 

...  11.1 

11.5 

19.3 

8.15 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

...  24.8 

19.0 

23.0 

10.12 

5 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

With  the  exception  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  the  position 
regarding  infectious  and  notifiable  diseases  during  the  past  year  can  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory.  As  a  result  of  protective  inoculation,  no  cases 
of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  were  reported,  while  the  number  of  cases 
of  whooping  cough  was,  as  usual,  very  few.  This  being  a  peak  year  for 
measles,  as  expected,  the  number  of  notified  cases  rose  from  502  in 
1964  to  1,435.  Complications,  fortunately,  are  now  rare. 

The  control  of  gastro-intestinal  diseases  still  remains  a  problem. 
Outbreaks  of  sonne  dysentery,  which  occur  in  the  early  months  of  the 
year,  are  notoriously  difficult  to  control,  since  this  disease  is  generally 
so  mild  that  only  a  fraction  of  the  cases  occurring  are  reported.  Because 
of  this,  once  cases  occur  in  a  school  it  is  usual  to  find  that  the  majority 
of  susceptible  children  are  infected  before  the  outbreak  is  reported  and 
effective  measures  can  be  taken.  During  1965,  76  cases  were  notified, 
nearly  all  from  one  school,  while  the  others  were  sporadic  cases  and 
confined  to  single  families.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  most  of  the 
children  involved  in  the  school  outbreak  were  newcomers  to  the  district 
and  living  in  the  better  class  housing  areas.  It  is  possible  that  such 
families  are  more  susceptible  to  this  illness  and  that  when  a  school 
has  a  large  intake  of  newcomers  to  the  district  it  is  more  liable  to  out¬ 
breaks  than  other  schools  in  the  more  settled  areas.  Control  within 
the  school  was  effected  by  strict  attention  to  personal  hygiene,  bathing 
the  children’s  hands  in  disinfectant,  and  checking  all  family  contacts. 

Food  poisoning,  too,  showed  an  increase,  eight  outbreaks  being 
notified  compared  with  three  the  year  before.  Apart  from  one  incident 
in  a  works  canteen,  these  were  all  single  cases  or  family  outbreaks.  The 
canteen  concerned  was  in  the  habit  of  heating  up  pre-cooked  food, 
which  was  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  the  outbreak.  This  dangerous 
practice  has  now  been  discontinued.  Salmonella  strains  isolated 
included  salmonella  enteritldis,  typhi-murium,  panama,  tennessee, 
reading  and  anatum.  The  first  two  are  fairly  common  organisms  and 
are  usually  associated  with  infected  meat  or  pies.  No  infection  due  to 
staphylococci  or  Clostridium  welchii,  which  are  the  causes  of  major 
outbreaks,  occurred  during  the  year. 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

The  problems  involved  in  the  care  of  the  aged  are  now  beginning 
to  interest  more  and  more  people,  and  the  matter  was  raised  in  Com¬ 
mittee  on  more  than  one  occasion.  The  Borough  and  Rural  District 
still  come  under  the  aegis  of  the  Berkshire  Voluntary  Committee  for 
Old  People,  and  no  local  Old  Person’s  Welfare  Committee  has  yet  been 
formed,  except  in  Woodley  and  Earley,  where  an  active  committee 
does  a  great  deal  to  help  old  persons.  The  badly  needed  “Meals  on 
Wheels”  service  was  extended  during  the  year,  and  now  takes  in  parts 
of  the  parishes  of  Crowthorne,  Wokingham  Without,  Finchampstead, 
Sonning,  and  Woodley.  There  were  hopes  of  starting  a  service  for 
Wokingham  Borough,  but  unfortunately  this  has  not  yet  materialised. 
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The  scheme  for  the  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  General  Prac¬ 
titioners  was  extended  during  the  year,  and  this  should  provide  a 
valuable  link  in  co-ordinating  services  for  old  persons  between  family 
doctors  and  Local  Authorities. 

HOME  ACCIDENTS 

Preliminary  enquiries  were  begun  at  the  end  of  the  year  about  the 
possibility  of  forming  a  Home  Accident  Prevention  Committee  for  the 
Rural  District.  It  is  hoped  that  if  sufficient  money  can  be  found,  and 
a  suitable  person  to  act  as  Secretary,  active  measures  will  be  taken  next 
year  to  begin  propaganda  work  in  the  District  to  try  to  cut  down  the 
number  of  preventable  accidents  in  the  home. 

IMMIGRANTS 

In  accordance  with  Government  policy,  all  immigrants  arriving  in 
the  Wokingham  area  are  reported  to  this  office  and  are  then  inter¬ 
viewed  and  informed  about  the  health  services  available  to  them  in 
this  country,  and  at  the  same  time  they  are  asked  to  register  with  a 
local  practitioner  as  soon  as  possible.  During  the  past  year  56  such 
persons  were  seen,  or  their  employers  contacted.  Nearly  all  of  them 
came  from  Spain  or  Portugal  and  were  motly  engaged  in  agricultural 
work  or  domestic  service. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  level  of  fluoride  in  both  the  Borough  and  Rural  District 
supplies  is,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Joint 
Public  Health  Committee,  and  all  members  of  the  Wokingham  Borough 
and  Rural  District  Public  Health  Committees,  for  the  encouragement 
and  co-operation  shown  to  me  and  my  colleagues  during  the  past  year. 
I  must  also  thank  both  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Health  Inspec¬ 
tors,  my  secretary  and  other  members  of  the  staff  both  of  the  Borough 
and  Rural  District,  for  their  support  and  co-operation  during  1965.  I 
must  also  pay  tribute  to  the  assistance  given  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Reading  on  numerous 
occasions. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  W.  MacKICHAN 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Shute  End, 
Wokingham, 
Berkshire. 

May ,  1966. 


Wokingham  Borough 
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STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres)  .  3,403 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at 

31st  March,  1966  .  4,960 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1966  £829,408 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate .  ...  £3,725 

Population  (estimated)  mid-year  .  15,880 

Live  Births: 

M  F  Total 

Legitimate  .  174  164  338 

Illegitimate  .  15  10  25 

Total  189  174  363 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population): 

Actual  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.9 

Corrected  .  23.4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  Total  Live  Births  ...  6.9 


Still  Births: 

M  F  Total 

Number  of  Still  Births  .  —  2  2 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  .  365 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  .  5.4 


Infant  Deaths  (Under  1  year): 

M  F  Total 

Legitimate  .  3  1  4 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Total  .  3  14 

Infant  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate . 

Combined  .  . 

Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live 

births) . 

Early  Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
live  births)  ... 

Perinatal  Death  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week 
combined  per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  . 


11.8 

11.0 

8.3 

8.3 

13.7 


Maternal  Deaths: 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths .  1 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ...  2.7 

Deaths  (All  causes): 

M  F  Total 

Number  of  Deaths .  85  99  184 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

Actual  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.6 

Corrected  . .  8.9 
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Wokingham  Borough 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

56 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

1 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

468 

96 

140 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

- - 

■ 

(a)  Paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Non-paralytic  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

6 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

10 

38 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

18 

— 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Group 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5-9  „ 

— 

— 

■ 

_ 

10-14  „ 

— 

— 

— 

i 

15  -  19  „ 

— 

. 

- 

20  -  24  „ 

_ 

_ 

- 

25  -  34  „ 

- - 

— 

- 

1 

35  -  44  „ 

1 

— 

- 

. 

45  -  54  „ 

1 

— 

--  -  - 

. 

55  -  64  „ 

— 

— 

i 

- 

65  -  74  „ 

— 

— 

- 

- 

75  and  over  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  (All  Ages) 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Wokingham  Borough 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
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The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  during  the  year  is  as  follows:  — 
Diphtheria  : 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Re-inforcing  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diphtheria  /  Tetanus  : 

Primary  Injections  .  11 

Re-inforcing  Injections .  263 

Diphtheria/  Whooping  Cough /Tetanus  : 

Primary  Injections  .  238 

Re-inforcing  Injections .  400 

Whooping  Cough: 

Primary  Injections  .  9 

Re-inforcing  Injections .  — 

The  number  of  children  and  adults  who  were  vaccinated  against 
Smallpox  and  immunised  against  Poliomyelitis  is  as  follows:  — 

Smallpox: 

Primary  Vaccinations .  ...  241 

Re-vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

Poliomyelitis  : 

Primary  Immunisations — 

3  Oral  Doses  .  449 

2  Salk  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Re-inforcing  Immunisations — 

4th  Oral  Doses  (or  2  Orals  following  2  Salks) .  174 

3rd  or  4th  Salk  Injections .  49 
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Wokingham  Borough 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  SURVEYOR 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  modernisation  of  the  Ashridge  Works  made  great  progress 
and  in  October  the  first  section  of  Phase  I  was  brought  into  operation, 
with  good  results,  and  negotiations  are  now  proceeding  with  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  permission  to  proceed  with 
Phase  II. 

A  television  survey  of  a  defective  sewer  was  made  and  as  a  result 
the  sewer  is  to  be  relaid  as  soon  as  financial  circumstances  permit.  Sur¬ 
veys  are  being  made  of  the  surface  water  systems  in  the  east  of  the  town 
with  the  reconstruction  and  modernisation  of  the  system  in  view  at  the 
earliest  opportunity:  this  work  becomes  necessary  as  a  result  of  large 
developments  in  this  area  of  the  town. 

The  enlargement  of  the  main  foul  sewer  is  now  before  the  Ministry 
for  approval.  This  will  remove  the  intermittent  flooding  which  occurs. 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection 

The  Refuse  Collection  service  has  worked  very  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year,  the  incentive  bonus  scheme  instituted  being  a 
contributory  factor.  The  Council  proposes  to  purchase  a  further  modern 
collecting  vehicle  in  1966  to  cope  with  the  additional  refuse  from  the 
expanding  town. 

The  Council  obtained  the  use  of  its  own  disposal  site  during  the 
year,  it  had  been  sharing  the  Rural  District  Council’s  site  for  several 
years;  the  tip,  some  four  miles  out  of  town,  has  been  in  every  sense 
satisfactory  and  will  meet  the  district’s  need  for  a  number  of  years. 

Street  Cleansing 

Owing  to  the  decline  in  the  labour  strength,  two  cleansing  vehicles 
have  been  purchased  for  pavement  sweeping.  The  road  sweeper  pur¬ 
chased  in  1964  still  gives  good  service. 

Swimming  Pool 

A  complete  modernisation  of  the  filtration  plant  and  changing 
cubicles,  costing  some  £11,000,  was  completed  and  these  improved 
facilities  added  considerably  to  the  amenities. 

Housing 

Seventy-seven  houses  were  in  course  of  construction  during  the  year 
at  Patten  Ash  Drive,  the  site  previously  occupied  by  temporary  pre¬ 
fabricated  bungalows.  Modernisation  of  pre-war  houses  is  now  being 
carried  out.  The  Council  will  be  commenc'ng  another  scheme  of  some 
seventy  houses  early  in  1966,  and  the  use  of  industrial  housing  is  being 
considered  for  future  schemes. 
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In  the  private  sector  of  housing  and  development,  progress  is  being 
maintained  and  in  the  year  330  permissions  for  development  were 
given,  including  large  scale  redevelopment  in  the  town  centre.  Land 
acquisitions  for  the  provision  of  service  roads  to  serve  the  shops  and 
premises  in  the  Town  Centre,  is  now  in  hand. 

Highways 

The  Council’s  progressive  plan  for  modernisation  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  highways  was  suspended  at  Government  direction  but  the 
design  work  is  continuing  so  that  an  early  resumption  can  be  made 
when  the  present  financial  restrictions  are  removed. 

To  sum  up,  progress  continues  and  is  very  limited  by  the  Council’s 
financial  resources  and  government  restraint. 

E.  F.  PRESSEY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  MANAGER 

The  first  of  the  new  development  on  the  old  “prefab”  site  in  Patten 
Ash  Drive  was  handed  over  during  the  year,  19  dwellings,  including  9 
old  persons  bungalows  becoming  available.  This  brought  the  total 
number  of  properties  under  management  to  891. 

Further  progress  was  made  in  respect  of  the  improvement  and 
modernisation  to  the  Council’s  56  pre-war  properties.  Twenty  have  now 
been  completed. 

During  the  year  1,898  orders  were  issued  for  repairs  to  Council 
dwellings  and  the  electrical  rewiring  contracts  in  respect  of  98  pro¬ 
perties  in  Mylne  Square,  Tangley  Drive  and  Gorrick  Square  were  very 
near  to  completion. 

A  total  of  86  lettings  were  arranged.  Of  this  number  30  were  in 
respect  of  transfers,  to  make  best  use  of  the  accommodation  becoming 
available;  5  exchanges  were  arranged,  three  from  outside  the  Borough; 
6  families  were  rehoused  from  Slum  Clearance  properties  and  45 
applicants  were  housed.  During  the  year  34  tenants  gave  up  their 
accommodation. 

The  survey  of  occupants  and  inspections  of  all  the  Council-owned 
dwellings  was  completed  in  October.  This  has  proved  to  be  of  con¬ 
siderable  value  to  the  Department  and  was  welcomed  by  the  tenants 
who  felt  that  an  interest  was  being  taken  in  their  welfare  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  homes. 


P.  HEDGES. 


Wokingham  Borough 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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Work  of  the  Department  has  increased  considerably  during  the  past 
year,  principally  due  to  the  continued  influx  of  new  legislation,  the  main 
enactments  being  the  Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  and 
Housing  Act,  1964.  Details  of  the  former  are  embodied  in  my  annual 
report  to  the  Ministry  and  included  in  this  report. 

Problems  associated  with  Food  Hygiene  are  always  with  us,  and 
the  need  to  visit  and  advise  on  good  practices  are  continually  being 
made.  There  still  seems  to  be  many  improvements  that  need  to  be 
embodied  in  the  legislation  which  will  strengthen  the  existffig  weaknesses 
and  make  “essential  and  good  practices”  law.  I  refer  to  such  things 
as:  — 

(a)  Refrigerated  food  counters  for  cooked  meats  on  display. 

(b)  Prohibition  of  dogs  in  all  food  premises. 

(c)  Restriction  on  excessive  handling  of  foods  for  immediate  con¬ 
sumption. 

(d)  Medical  check-ups  at  regular  intervals  on  food  premises 
personnel. 

Many  more  members  of  the  public  seem  to  be  aware  for  the  need 
to  report  on  cases  of  Food  Hygiene  malpractice  and  unsound  food  and 
these  result  in  detailed  investigations  and  usually  warnings  and  advice 
seem  to  have  the  desired  effect. 

Progress  in  other  fields  of  public  health  work  are  encouraging, 
especially  progress  made  towards  Clean  Air  and  Housing  Improvements. 
Work  is  now  in  hand  towards  the  consideration  of  future  Smoke  Control 
Areas,  this  being  of  prime  importance,  due  to  the  increasing  growth  of 
the  area. 

The  work  of  improving  sub-standard  houses  has  continued  with 
the  advent  of  the  new  Act  and  of  existing  Acts.  Discretionary  improve¬ 
ment  grants  have  received  approval  in  most  cases  where  properties  are 
to  be  provided  with  essential  amenities  and  given  a  thirty  year  life 
after  improvement.  Work  in  relation  to  Improvement  Areas  has  pro¬ 
gressed  along  with  applications  for  premises  outside  Improvement  Areas. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  mains  water  supply  of  the  area  is  provided  by  the  Mid-Wessex 
Water  Company  and  has  remained  most  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
is  as  follows:  — 


Number  of  water  samples  taken  from  mains  supply 
Number  of  samples  from  Martins  Swimming  Pool 
Number  of  samples  from  Private  Swimming  Pools 
Number  cf  water  samples  taken  from  wells 


22 

18 

2 

2 
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A  small  number  of  premises  still  remain  supplied  by  shallow  wells 
and  samples  are  from  time  to  time  taken  to  determine  purity.  Where 
unsatisfactory  samples  from  wells  have  been  found  it  has  mainly  been 
due  to  partial  drying  up  of  the  wells,  probably  due  to  the  low  rainfall 
of  the  previous  year. 


RAINFALL 

Depth 

Greatest  Fall 

No.  of  days 

No.  of  days 

in 

in  24  hours 

with  .01  in. 

with  .04in. 

Month 

Inches 

Depth  in  ins. 

Date 

or  more 

or  more 

January 

...  2.17 

.46 

13th 

20 

16 

February 

...  .21 

.06  SW 

19th 

6 

3 

March 

...  1.88 

.39 

20th 

13 

11 

April 

...  1.74 

.19 

9th 

20 

16 

26th 

May 

...  1.35 

.24 

22nd 

15 

9 

June 

...  1.97 

.41 

21st 

13 

9 

July 

...  3.74 

.94 

23rd 

16 

14 

August 

...  2.11 

.82 

2nd 

11 

8 

September 

....  4.26 

1.07 

25th 

15 

12 

October 

...  .55 

.25 

14th 

4 

3 

November 

...  3.33 

1.08 

28th 

18 

12 

December 

...  3.64 

.47 

22nd 

21 

17 

26.95 

172 

130 

Average  of  65  years 
25.34  inches. 

167.33  days  with  .01  inches  or  more.  SW.  Snow  Water. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE 

Number  of  samples  of  trade  effluent  taken  .  1 

Number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  trade  effluents  ...  15 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage  effluent  taken  .  11 

Number  of  visits  made  following  complaints  arising  from  unsatis¬ 
factory  main  sewers  .  124 

A  number  of  premises  are  discharging  trade  effluent,  these  being 
mainly  industries  in  the  metal  work,  metal  polishing  and  electronics 
field.  The  problems  associated  with  these  industries  is  not  great  and 
there  appears  to  be  little  or  no  problem  at  the  Sewage  Works  in 
effecting  treatment. 

In  spite  of  the  problem  of  coping  with  reconstruction  work  within 
the  site  of  the  existing  Sewage  Works,  the  crude  sewage  and  effluent 
figures  remain  reasonably  good. 

The  table  below  gives  a  typical  and  average  figure  found  during 
the  year. 


Wokingham  Borough 


Parts  per 
million 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  ...  8.8 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  .  1.6 

Nitrogen  from  nitrites  .  0.16 

Nitrogen  from  nitrates  ...  27.5 

Permanganate  value  (3  minutes) .  3.4 

Permanganate  value  (4  hours) .  12.0 

Biochemical  oxygen  demand  (5  days  at  20  degrees  C.)  ...  17 

Total  Solids  .  667 

Solids  in  suspension  .  19 

Total  Volatile  on  ignition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Combined  Chlorine  .  105 

Reaction  (pH  value)  .  7.4 


Appearance.  Slightly  cloudy  and  pale  yellow  with  slight  brown  sediment 
Odour.  None 

This  effluent  is  of  satisfactory  quality 

A  number  of  pockets  of  development  still  remain  on  septic  tank 
and  cesspool  systems  and  occasionally  give  the  inevitable  cause  for 
complaint  from  overflow. 

Main  sewers  complaints  still  come  from  that  known  as  the  Valley 
Sewer  which  receives  about  half  the  town’s  sewage. 

Exhaustive  tests  were  carried  out  to  trace  the  influx  of  surface 
water  during  heavy  rain,  but,  the  problem  still  remains  unresolved. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  during  the  year:  — 

Nuisances — Public  Health  Acts  . 

Drainage — Public  Health  Acts  . 

Repairs — Housing  Acts  . 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  during  the  year 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  during  the  year  . 

Number  of  formal  drainage  notices  served  during  the  year 
Number  of  formal  drainage  notices  complied  with  during  the  year 

Work  done  by  local  authority  to  sewers  under  Section  24  Public 
Health  Act 

Work  done  by  local  authority  in  default . 


3 
5 

4 

12 

8 

5 
5 

9 
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HOUSING 

Applications  received  for  improvement  grants  .  14 

Applications  received  for  conversion  grants  ...  ...  ...  1 

Applications  received  for  standard  grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Applications  approved,  improvement  or  conversion  ...  ...  14 

Applications  approved,  standard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Applications  refused  ...  1 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  respect  of  applications,  comple¬ 
tions  or  enquiries  regarding  grants .  42 

Total  number  of  housing  units  included  in  applications  approved  16 

Total  sum  involved  in  grants  approved  during  the  year  ...  £4237 


During  the  year  the  Borough  Council  continued  to  follow  their 
policy  in  promoting  the  improvement  of  houses.  In  most  cases,  appli¬ 
cations  for  grants  were  made  in  respect  of  houses  built  between  1890 
and  1910  and  again  in  most  cases  the  work  consisted  of  the  addition 
of  a  single  storied  bathroom  and  vestibule,  the  latter  incorporating  a 
larder,  at  the  rear. 

During  the  year  five  closing  orders  were  made.  Six  families  were 
rehoused  from  houses  subject  to  closing  orders.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  nine  houses  subject  to  closing  orders  remained  occupied.  Thirteen 
houses  subject  to  closing  orders  were  vacant  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

There  are  no  problems  associated  with  this  type  of  accommodation 
within  the  Borough,  fortunately  the  types  of  premises  in  the  area  as  a 
whole  do  not  lend  themselves  to  multiple  occupation. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  number  of  moveable  dwellings  remained  constant  during  the 
year  at  21,  18  of  which  were  covered  by  planning  consent  and  were 
provided  with  satisfactory  amenities.  An  unauthorised  caravan 
remained  the  subject  of  Statutory  Action  under  the  provisions  of  section 
1  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960  and  the 
matter  still  remained  unresolved  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  difficulty 
has  been  finding  the  true  ownership  of  the  land  in  question,  a  difficulty 
often  encountered  under  the  present  legislation  as  it  stands. 

A  number  of  itinerant  caravans  were  found  in  various  parts  of 
the  district  and  were,  after  some  difficulty,  moved  on. 

There  seems  to  be  more  and  more  need  to  provide  sites  through¬ 
out  the  country  for  these  people  and  one  often  wonders  whether  it 
would  be  more  economical  to  provide  and  maintain  temporary  sites 
free  of  charge  than  to  be  continually  involved  in  officer  time  and  costs 
of  labour  in  clearing  up  the  filth  these  people  leave  when  hurriedly 
forced  to  vacate  unauthorised  sites. 


Wokingham  Borough 

FOOD  INSPECTION 
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Twenty  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  relating  to 
unsatisfactory  food  mainly  as  a  result  of  purchases.  Each  case  was 
individually  investigated  and  in  most  cases  exhaustive  enquiries  and 
inspections  resulted  either  with  the  retailer  or  manufacturer.  There 
was  no  recourse  to  legal  action,  but  in  all  instances  that  warranted  it, 
official  warnings  were  given.  Often  the  enquiries  revealed  that  there 
was  no  intentional  negligence  and  the  offending  parties  often  went  to 
great  lengths  to  ensure  that  there  was  no  recurrence  of  similar  com¬ 
plaints.  In  some  cases  it  was  found  that  improper  rotation  of  goods 
was  the  primary  cause  for  the  sale  of  unsound  food,  and  advice  to  the 
vendor  both  from  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  manufacturer 
had  the  salutary  effect. 

Request  visits  to  examine  doubtful  foodstuffs  resulted  in  certificates 
of  surrender  being  issued  in  respect  of  the  following  food  stuffs  dis¬ 
posed  of  in  the  Council’s  tip. 


Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  request  visits  .  59 

Meat  . 801bs.  15ozs. 

Fish  .  5  stone 

Tinned  meat .  89  tins 

Tinned  fish  .  30  tins 

Tinned  fruit . 164  tins 

Tinned  vegetables  . .  ...  29  tins 

Tinned  milk  .  .  .  2  tins 

Ice  cream  ...  .  62  cartons 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  tins 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  Food  Premises  by  type  of  business  at  the  end  of  the 
year : — 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  including  Multiples  and 


Self  Service  36 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fishmongers .  2 

Butcher’s  Shops  .  7 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  2 

Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack  Bars  etc.  ...  31 

Off  Licences  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


The  number  by  type  of  business  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
to  identify,  due  to  the  modern  trend  of  shops  to  trade  in  a  multiplicity 
of  goods. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  details  for  which  it  was  necessary 


to  serve  notices  during  the  year:  — 

Condition  of  equipment  .  28 

Want  of  cleanliness .  2 

Supply  of  hot  water .  ...  ...  ...  18 

Soap  and  towels  .  12 

Misuse  and  provision  of  wash  hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  17 

Decoration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Structural  defects  .  30 

Dustbins  and  condition  of  yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Contamination  of  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


No  complaints  were  received  on  the  standards  of  hygiene  in  food 
premises  and  those  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found  on  routine 
inspections.  Thus  this  emphasises  the  need  to  make  frequent  visits  to 
all  food  premises. 

On  the  whole  the  tradespeople  are  conscious  of  the  need  to  main¬ 
tain  good  standards  and  quickly  respond  to  advice  and  notice  of  con¬ 
traventions  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  samples  of  milk  sent  for 
examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory:  — 

Number  of  Number 

Samples  Satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue .  27  27 

Phosphatase  Test  .  27  27 

Turbidity  4  4 

Three  samples  of  cream  and  four  samples  of  yoghurt  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

ICE-CREAM  SAMPLING 

A  total  of  21  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  consisting  mainly 
of  soft  ice-cream  from  vehicles.  4  of  these  samples  were  Provisional 
Grade  4,  and  2  were  Provisional  Grade  2,  the  rest  all  being  Provisional 
Grade  1. 

A  number  of  other  samples  were  also  included  in  the  sampling 
such  as  orange  drink  and  various  sweetstuffs  that  the  vehicles  carry  for 
selling  with  the  actual  ice-cream,  this  consisted  of  desiccated  coconut 
and  artificial  cream  and  chopped  peanuts.  The  ice-cream  cornets  are 
dipped  into  a  tray  or  dish  of  these  items  supposedly  to  give  an  added 
attraction  to  the  purchaser.  These  items  were  satisfactory  on 
examination. 
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Samples  of  water  carried  on  the  vehicle  were  taken,  along  with 
samples  from  the  wiping  cloths  and  rinsing  water  (containing  sterilizing 
detergent).  Some  of  these  were  not  satisfactory  on  bacteriological 
examination  and  illustrates  the  need  to  keep  a  tight  check  on  this 
aspect  of  these  vehicles. 

In  addition  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  there  was  need  to  warn 
the  operating  companies  of  the  low  standard  of  hygiene  of  some  of  these 
vehicles.  It  is  difficult  to  control  these  itinerant  vendors  except  from 
the  Depots  of  the  companies  and  there  should  be  regular  checks  to 
ensure  that  they  are  leaving  these  depots  in  a  satisfactory  hygienic 
condition. 

Another  problem  arises  whereby  large  ice-cream  companies  are 
hiring  the  vehicles  out  or  in  fact  employing  staff  who  purchase  the 
vehicle,  use  the  company’s  name  and  product  and  are  entirely  respons¬ 
ible  for  the  condition  of  the  vehicle. 

When  these  operators  work  on  a  commission  basis  and  they  in 
fact  have  the  whole  processing  plant  within  the  vehicle,  the  standards 
of  hygiene  seem  to  drop  alarmingly.  We  are  therefore  faced  with  a 
potential  danger  if  the  vehicles  are  not  supervised  on  a  daily  basis. 

Ice-cream  today  is  a  safe  food  and  we  must  ensure  it  remains  so. 


SHOPS  ACT  1950 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  on  the  closing  of 
shops  although  it  is  still  noted  that  a  few  shops  trade  outside  official 
closing  hours. 


THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOOD)  ORDER  1957 

Number  of  persons  holding  licences:  — 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order  1957  ...  8 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Licensing  of  Waste  Food 

Sterilisation  Plant)  Order  1954  .  1 

Number  of  licences  amended  or  revoked .  — 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  1957  Order  .  10 

Number  of  infringements  found  .  — 

Only  one  plant  was  used  throughout  the  year  and  complaints  con¬ 
cerned  the  smell  from  the  actual  boiling,  a  problem  which  is  difficult 
to  overcome. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Over  280  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases. 
The  majority  of  these  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  dysentery 
and  food  poisoning,  most  of  the  dysentery  relating  to  one  school  in  the 
area. 
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DISINFESTATIONS  AND  DISINFECTIONS 


Ten  visits  were  made  to  verminous  houses  and  disinfestation  work 
carried  out  at  four  premises. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

A  rodent  officer  was  appointed  full  time  and  he  continued  to 
carry  out  the  work  to  domestic  and  business  premises  either  as  routine 


or  on  request. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  operator:  — 

Number  of  complaints  received,  rats  and  mice .  258 

Number  of  premises  surveyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  653 

Number  of  premises  found  infested,  rats .  299 

Number  of  premises  found  infested,  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  premises  treated,  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 

Number  of  premises  treated,  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  business  properties  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  dwellings  treated.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  304 


Rodent  control  work  was  carried  out  incidental  to  other  activities 
of  the  department. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  no  offensive  establishments  within  the  Borough. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

Annual  report  is  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

Detailed  work  under  the  Act  commenced  during  the  year  after  the 
appointment  of  a  Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector.  This  appointment 
allowed  for  both  of  us  to  commence  and  devote  part  of  our  duties  to 
enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Of  the  premises  so  far  inspected  it  was  found  necessary,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  to  serve  a  Notice  to  comply  with  some  item  or  items 
under  the  Act  and  Regulations.  Many  of  the  premises  required 
structural  additions  and  alterations  and  this  has  somewhat  created 
additional  problems  of  enforcement  due  to  Town  Redevelopment  pro¬ 
posals.  Fortunately,  most  of  the  redevelopment  should  be  under  way 
during  1966  and  this  will  go  a  long  way  to  resolving  the  problem  of 
enforcement  in  these  cases. 

There  has  been  little  opposition  to  the  Act.  Most  traders  have 
been  anticipating  the  need  to  do  work  and  have,  on  the  whole,  been 
co-operative.  Many  of  the  larger  stores  and  banks  have  awaited  inspec¬ 
tion  prior  to  proposed  extensions  being  put  into  effect. 

In  many  cases  direct  approach  has  been  made  to  the  Department 
for  advice  before  effecting  any  structural  alterations. 
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Possibly  the  widespread  publicity  given  to  the  Act  has  helped  to 
make  employers,  owners  and  occupiers  of  registrable  premises  alive  to 
their  responsibility  to  employees. 

Accidents 

There  seemed  to  be  very  little  notification  under  this  section  of 
the  Act,  possibly  very  few  accidents  having  occurred,  although  it  is 
very  probable  that  all  employers  are  not  yet  completely  aware  of  this 
obligation  and  further  widespread  publicity  needs  to  be  given  possibly 
through  the  media  of  press,  radio  and  television  and  further  circulation 
through  trade  journals. 

Lighting 

The  survey  was  made  during  November  as  requested  by  the 
Ministry  and  the  light  meter  readings  are  shown  in  the  table. 

During  the  course  of  detailed  inspections  note  was  made  of  the 
lighting  standards  generally.  In  some  instances  recommendations  were 
made  to  improve  lighting  although  these  were  made  without  the  use  of 
light  meter  readings  and  were  based  on  whether  the  lighting  appeared 
unsatisfactory  to  the  inspector. 

Generally,  no  problems  seemed  to  arise  from  the  serving  areas  of 
shops,  but,  very  often  offices,  stock  rooms,  staircases  and  landing  were 
very  unsatisfactory  in  artificial  lighting.  Sometimes  the  resiting  of 
furniture,  desks,  etc.  could  well  improve  the  lighting  standards  for 
persons  working  in  offices  or  thereabouts. 

It  would  seem  that  the  making  of  standards  enforceable  by  Regu¬ 
lations  is  going  to  be  extremely  difficult.  Often  employees  express  the 
view  that  general  lighting  standards  are  quite  adequate  when  in  fact 
during  the  light  meter  survey  they  were  well  below  the  recommendations 
of  the  I.E.S.  Code.  In  some  instances  supplementary  desk  lamps  were 
provided  and  were  not  used  by  the  staff,  even  when  the  general  artificial 
lighting  was  below  par.  This,  therefore,  poses  the  problem  of  individual 
requirements. 

The  reflective  values  of  decorative  finishes  to  walls  and  ceilings 
plays  a  considerable  part  in  assessing  good  and  bad  lighting.  A  room 
in  need  of  redecoration  or  one  with  dark  wall  and  ceiling  surfaces  will 
not  satisfy  some  individuals  working  there  and  complaints  may  be 
made  regarding  lighting  even  if  the  lighting  standards  are  high.  On 
the  other  hand  poor  artificial  lighting  along  with  walls  and  ceilings  in 
bright  pastel  shades  often  satisfies  the  staff  and  they  are  opposed  to  any 
increase  in  lighting  standard.  To  my  mind  there  still  remains  consider¬ 
able  research  into  the  problems  of  artificial  lighting  before  effective 
regulations  can  be  enforced. 


22 


Wokingham  Borough 

Table  A.  Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 
(1) 

Number  of 
Premises  Regis¬ 
tered  During 
the  Year 
(2) 

Total  Number 
of  Registered 
Premises  at  end 
of  Year 
(3) 

Number  of 

Registered  Pre¬ 
mises  Receiving 
a  General 
Inspection 
During  the  Year 
(4) 

Offices 

23 

72 

— 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  shops, 

44 

113 

68 

warehouses  ... 
Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 

1 

3 

1 

canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 

6 

10 

9 

TOTALS 

74 

198 

78 

Table  B.  Number  of  Visits  of  all  Kinds  by  Inspectors  to 
Registered  Premises 


188 


Table  C.  Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered 
Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

0) 

Number  of 
Persons  Employed 
<2) 

Offices 

415 

Retail  shops 

584 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

83 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

95 

Canteens 

5 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

Total 

1182 

Total  Males  ... 

486 

Total  Females 

696 

Number  of  formal  notices  served 

100 

Number  of  infringements  found  on  inspection 

730 

Informal  notices  in  connection  with  inspections 

64 

With  reference  to  Table  A  (4)  it  will  be  noted  that  no  offices  are 
shown  to  have  received  a  general  inspection,  although  the  offices  forming 
part  of  shops  were  inspected  as  were  banks  and  the  latter  are  included  as 
shops  on  the  return. 


RETURNS  OF  LIGHT  METER  READINGS  TAKEN  DURING  NOVEMBER,  1965 


Wokingham  Borough 


23 


*  Meter  readings  :  artificial  light 
number  of  reading  found  to  be : 

(4) 

(e) 

over  25 

r- 

ro 

<N 

co 

- 

SZ—91 

(P) 

Tf 

co 

<N 

«•'  H 

- 

<N 

- 

IT) 

/-sT 

w© 

CO 

- 

<N 

- 

(b) 

5—10 

<N 

r— 1 

CN 

(a) 

below  5 

- 

co 

Number  of  meter 
readings  taken 

(3) 

26 

f"- 

VO 

co 

00 

lo 

Number  of  surveys 

(2) 

26 

IT) 

vo 

co 

oo 

U~) 

Class  of  Premises 

(1) 

(a)  Offices 

(b)  Retail  shop  (working  areas) 

c)  Banking  halls 

(d)  Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

(e)  Stock  rooms 

(f)  Catering  establishments 

open  to  public  and  canteens 

(g)  Preparation  rooms  and  kitchens 

(h)  Staircases  and  corridors 

readings  given  in  lumens  per  square  foot. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
There  are  no  licensed  premises  in  the  Borough. 

KNACKERS’  YARD 

This  yard  has  carried  out  its  business  in  a  proper  way  throughout 
the  year  and  there  have  been  no  complaints  regarding  the  activity. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

The  Council  owned  pool  operated  during  the  summer.  Eighteen 
samples  were  taken  from  Martin’s  Swimming  Pool  of  which  seventeen 
gave  a  satisfactory  result. 

Two  samples  taken  from  private  pools  each  gave  a  satisfactory 
result  and  the  pools  themselves  gave  no  cause  for  complaint. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

During  the  year  the  physical  appearance  of  the  principal  stream  in 
the  area  again  deteriorated  partly  due  to  the  amount  of  debris  in  the 
form  of  builder’s  material.  The  water  itself  gave  cause  for  concern 
and  a  careful  survey  of  the  length  in  the  Borough  showed  the  likely 
cause  to  be  from  outside  the  area.  The  principal  ditches  in  the  town 
are  still  rapidly  becoming  surcharged  in  times  of  heavy  rain  and  the 
Council  will  still  have  to  in  the  near  future  consider  what  steps  can 
be  taken  to  avoid  this. 

PETROLEUM  ACT  AND  REGULATIONS 

Number  of  retail  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 

spirit  .  11 

Number  of  other  premises  licensed  for  storage  including  the 

storage  of  substances  containing  petroleum  spirit .  18 

Number  of  tests  carried  out,  tanks . .  5 

Number  of  tests  carried  out,  service  pipes  .  12 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out .  24 

During  the  year  a  number  of  infringements  of  good  practice  were 
found  on  the  inspection  of  premises.  A  common  fault  was  water  lying 
in  the  tank  pits  and  the  absence  of  one  or  other  of  the  statutory  notices. 
In  the  main,  occupiers  were  quick  to  put  matters  right. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

During  the  year  prior  approval  for  furnaces  was  sought  and  given 
in  a  number  of  industrial  and  commercial  undertakings.  Most  of  the 
installations  were  for  the  burning  of  light  fuel  oil,  usually  of  30  seconds 
or  200  seconds  viscosity. 
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In  one  or  two  cases  it  was  necessary  to  warn  developers  of  their 
failure  to  obtain  prior  approval,  fortunately,  the  position  was  regularised 
before  the  actual  installing  had  been  completed,  and  although  this  con¬ 
stituted  an  infringement  there  had  been  no  intention  to  avoid  obliga¬ 
tions  under  the  Act,  and  the  installations  were  nevertheless  quite  in 
order. 

Approval  had  been  given  by  the  Council,  at  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  for  the  submission  of  four  parcels  of  land  for  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  approval  for  Smoke  Control  Areas.  The  total 
area  of  land  being  approximately  96,492  acres.  It  is  hoped  that  sub¬ 
mission  and  approval  will  be  confirmed  during  the  early  part  of  1966, 
so  that  any  future  development  will  be  within  Smoke  Control  areas. 

Complaints  were  often  received  regarding  the  burning  of  rubbish  in 
the  open  and  this  has  resulted  in  considerable  nuisances,  the  department 
have  followed  up  these  complaints  and  where  necessary  have  issued 
warnings  or  given  advice  as  to  ways  of  resolving  the  problems. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 


The  public’s  awareness  of  noise  nuisance  was  reflected  in  the  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  complaints  the  department  dealt  with  during  the 
year. 

One  main  source  for  complaint  related  to  a  testing  rig  for  a  rotor 
blade  set  up  by  a  local  industrial  concern.  The  test  work  was  being 
carried  out  on  behalf  of  another  Government  and  the  noise  problem 
became  so  acute  that  it  was  necessary  to  curtail  the  testing  to  specified 
times  of  the  day  only.  Extensive  noise  level  recordings  and  tape 
recordings  were  taken  and  these  were  used  as  a  means  of  negotiating 
with  the  Company  to  restrict  the  times  of  testing.  Fortunately,  the 
work  was  moved  to  another  country  during  the  year  thus  relieving  the 
area  of  the  problem. 

Other  problems  of  noise  especially  during  the  summer  came  mainly 
from  the  area  surrounding  industrial  undertakings.  The  main  noises 
were  of  hammering,  rivetting,  drilling  and  the  loading  and  unloading 
of  vehicles.  Most  of  these  problems  can  only  be  overcome  during  the 
interim  and  it  seems  that  where  industry  and  housing  come  together 
the  inevitable  problems  of  noise  will  arise. 


SUMMARY 


Summary  of  Inspections 

Itinerant  vendors 

Bakehouses  . 

Ice-cream  premises  . . . 
Other  food  premises  ... 


20 

12 

3 

91 


26 


Wokingham  Borough 


Butchers’  shops  . 24 

Dairies  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cafes  and  restaurants  .  32 

Knackers’  yard  ... .  2 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

Public  Health  Inspections  (nuisances)  .  121 

Re-inspections  .  80 

Housing  (inspections  and  re-inspections) .  77 

Moveable  dwellings .  8 

Water  supplies  ...  .  26 

Drainage  inspections  .  101 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Public  conveniences .  6 

Martins  Swimming  Pool  .  18 

Outworkers  .  — 

Boiler  houses  and  other  furnaces .  ...  24 

Petrol  stations  .  32 

Factories  ...  40 

Fried  fish  shops  .  12 

Public  houses  and  places  of  entertainment  .  18 

Other  visits  .  80 

Infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  visits  .  280 

Number  of  disinfections  .  10 

Verminous  houses  inspected  . 5 

Number  of  disinfestations .  4 


Nature  of  nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year:  — 


Defective  and  insufficient  cesspools  .  6 

Defective  drains  .  32 

Choked  drains  .  18 

Choked  and  foul  W.C.  pans  .  ...  2 

Defective  flushing  cisterns .  4 

Defective  soil  and  ventilation  pipes  .  20 

Defective  waste  pipes  and  traps  .  12 

Defective  gutters  and  stackpipes .  15 

Defective  roofs  .  8 

Defective  chimney  stacks  .  6 

Damp  premises  . 24 

Defective  floors  .  ...  30 

Defective  windows,  skylights  and  doors .  10 

Defective  plaster  (walls  and  ceilings)  .  12 

Defective  or  insufficient  refuse  receptacle .  15 

Offensive  accumulations  . 10 

Miscellaneous  51 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties 

12 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

65 

12 

(iii)  Other  premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises 

12 

2 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

89 

22 

— 

— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To 

H.M. 

Insp’tr 

(4) 

rred 

By 

H.M. 

Insp’tr 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

- 

- 

.  . 

Overcrowding  ... 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  . 

_ 

- 

■ 

-  -  - 

. 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage 
to  floors  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

_____ 

__ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . 

4 

4 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  . 

1 

1 

Other  offences  (not  inclu¬ 
ding  offences  relating 
to  Outwork)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

OUTWORKERS 

There  are  no  registered  outworkers  in  the  Borough.  JOHN  B.  BOWDEN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at 

31st  March,  1966  . 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1966  . 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  . 

Population  (estimated)  mid-year  . 

Live  Births: 


40,828 

19,675 

£2,919,216 

£11,600 

65,090 


M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

787 

670 

1,457 

Illegitimate . 

33 

23 

56 

Total  . 

820 

693 

1,513 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population) : 

Actual  . 

••  4  4  4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

23.2 

Corrected  . 

•  •  •  4  4  4 

4  •  • 

4  4  4 

21.8 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

per  cent,  of  Total 

Live  Births 

3.7 

Still  Births: 

M 

F 

Total 

Number  of  Still  Births 

4 

15 

19 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

... 

. 

1,532 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

•  4  4  4  4  4 

12.4 

Infant  Deaths  (Under  1  year): 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

9 

6 

15 

Illegitimate . 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

6 

15 

Infant  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) : 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.3 

Illegitimate .  — 

Combined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.9 

Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live 

births)  .  8.6 

Early  Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.6 

Perinatal  Death  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ...  18.9 

Maternal  Deaths: 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  .  — 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ...  * — 

Deaths  (All  causes): 

M  F  Total 
Number  of  Deaths  ...  260  216  476 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) : 

Actual  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .».'  ...  7 .3 

Corrected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.8 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Diphtheria  ... 

_ 

— 

- 

Dysentery 

20 

2 

5 

Erysipelas 

3 

2 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

2 

8 

Malaria 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

987 

406 

959 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Non-paralytic  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

8 

7 

9 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

4 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

29 

26 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

31 

100 

28 

NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Group 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5-  9  „  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-19  „  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

20  -  24  „  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25  -  34  „  ... 

3 

1 

1 

— 

35  -  44  „  ... 

2 

1 

1 

— 

45  -  54  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  -  64  „  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  -  74  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

75  and  over  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  (All  Ages) 

10 

5 

2 

— 

Wokingham  Rural  District 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

Diphtheria  : 

Primary  Injections  .  19 

Re-inforcing  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Diphtheria  /Tetanus  : 

Primary  Injections  .  19 

Re-inforcing  Injections .  573 

Diphtheria  /  Whooping  Cough  /  T etanus  : 

Primary  Injections  .  929 

Re-inforcing  Injections .  577 

Whooping  Cough: 

Primary  Injections  .  14 

Re-inforcing  Injections .  — 

The  number  of  children  and  adults  who  were  vaccinated  against 

Smallpox  and  immunised  against  Poliomyelitis  is  as  follows  : 

Smallpox: 

Primary  Vaccinations . 1,215 

Re-vaccinations  199 

Poliomyelitis: 

Primary  Immunisations — 

3  Oral  Doses  . 1,291 

2  Salk  Injections .  1 

Re-inforcing  Immunisations — 

4th  Oral  Doses  (or  2  Orals  following  2  Salks) .  754 

3rd  or  4th  Salk  Injections .  135 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WOKINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1965 


Wokingham  Rural  District 
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Wokingham  Rural  District 

REPORT  OF  CHIEF  ENGINEER 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

1965  has  been  an  exceptionally  busy  year  with  many  drainage 
schemes  reaching  fruition  both  in  the  design  and  contractual  stages. 

The  construction  of  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Arborfield 
continued  to  make  steady  progress  and  there  was  every  hope  of  it 
becoming  operational  by  early  December.  All  treatment  units,  road 
works,  and  buildings  are  complete  and  machinery,  excluding  pumps, 
was  installed  by  November,  when  it  was  realised  the  programme  would 
not  be  met  due  to  an  unavoidable  delay  in  the  delivery  of  pumping 
equipment  and  special  interconnecting  pipework.  Every  effort  is  now 
being  made  to  bring  the  works  into  operation  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  first  stage  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parishes  of  Barkham, 
Finchampstead  and  Wokingham  Without  got  off  to  a  good  start  in 
November  1964.  The  comparatively  mild  weather  in  the  early  part  of 
1965  enabled  work  to  proceed  rapidly  and  sewer  laying  was  completed 
well  in  advance  of  the  scheduled  programme.  Because  of  this  an  early 
start  on  stage  two  of  the  sewerage  scheme  was  possible  and  work 
started  in  August. 

The  second  contractor  was  not  so  fortunate.  Running  sand  was 
encountered  in  the  first  sections  of  sewers  constructed  in  Kiln  Ride  and 
Tintagel  Road  where  dewatering  of  the  ground  had  to  be  undertaken 
before  the  pipes  could  be  laid. 

The  above  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  schemes  will  serve 
an  existing  estimated  population  of  9,000  and  includes  personnel  and 
staff  at  the  Arborfield  Garrison.  Over  1,000  existing  properties  will  be 
served  by  main  drainage  for  the  first  time.  The  tenders  for  the  three 
contracts,  work  on  which  will  be  completed  within  a  period  of  27 
months,  amount  to  £436,700. 

In  July  work  commenced  on  the  Swallowfield  sewerage  scheme. 
Initially  progress  was  satisfactory  but,  unfortunately,  sewer  laying  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  village  coincided  with  extremely  wet  weather 
conditions.  Trench  excavations  were  therefore  difficult  in  an  area 
where  the  water  table  is  naturally  high,  and  streets  are  narrow.  This 
complete  interference  and  disruption  of  village  life  was  regrettably 
unpopular  around  the  Yuletide  season.  Steady  progress  is  being  main¬ 
tained.  For  the  record,  and  to  correct  my  report  in  1963,  the  number 
of  existing  properties  to  be  served  by  main  drainage  for  the  first  time 
will  be  160. 

A  small  sewer  extension  to  Eversley  Road  was  started  and  com¬ 
pleted  in  October/ November,  as  part  of  the  Arborfield  contract. 

In  June  an  informal  enquiry  was  held  by  one  of  the  Minister’s 
Engineering  Inspectors  into  the  Council’s  proposal  to  extend  the  War- 
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grave  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The  existing  works  provide  for  the 
treatment  of  sewage  from  Wargrave  and  Twyford.  The  Ministry 
accepted  the  need  for  the  scheme  and  the  inclusion  of  a  last-minute 
application  from  the  Henley  Rural  District  to  treat  sewage  from  the 
Parish  of  Shiplake.  Although  the  design  and  layout  of  the  treatment 
units  will  have  to  be  altered,  it  is  hoped  a  new  scheme  will  be  prepared 
to  enable  tenders  to  be  invited  in  1966.  The  new  extension  will  increase 
the  treatment  capacity  at  these  works  from  166,000  to  702,000  gallons 
per  day. 

In  October,  1965,  a  Ministry  inquiry  was  held  into  the  proposals 
to  extend  the  Easthamps'ead  Park  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The  pro¬ 
posals  were  submitted  by  the  Easthampstead  Rural  District  Council.  As 
over  80  per  cent  of  the  sewage  reaching  these  works  comes  from 
development  in  my  Council  area  the  outcome  of  the  Minister’s  decision, 
which  is  not  yet  known,  is  awaited  with  interest. 

The  steady  development  in  the  Shinfield  area  and  the  construction 
of  main  drainage  during  the  past  few  years  has  made  it  necessary  to 
seek  approval  to  the  augmentation  of  the  main  sewers,  A  scheme  for 
increasing  the  pumping  capacity  at  the  Parrot  Farm  Pumping  Station 
and  the  construction  of  a  new  rising  main  direct  to  the  sewage  disposal 
works  has  been  approved  by  the  Council.  It  is  hoped  the  scheme 
will  be  underaken  in  1966. 

A  scheme  of  foul  sewerage  has  been  prepared  for  Walden  Avenue 
and  Church  Lane,  Arborfield,  and  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approval. 

The  following  schemes  have  been  prepared  but  have  been  pro¬ 
grammed  for  construction  during  the  next  five  years: — 

(a)  Knowl  Hill  and  Hare  Hatch  foul  drainage  scheme. 

(b)  Reading  Road,  Finchampstead,  main  drainage  and  new 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Cricket  Hill,  Finchampstead. 

Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  have  been  used 
extensively  to  allow  new  and  proposed  sewers  on  housing  development 
to  become  vested  in  the  Council. 

A  “Manurain”  tanker  has  been  purchased  to  enable  digested 
sewage  sludge  to  be  sprayed  on  to  the  land.  It  has  not  been  possible 
to  keep  it  constantly  in  operation  but  it  has  proved  to  be  most  useful 
during  periods  when  digging  of  sludge  from  the  sludge  drying  beds 
has  been  impossible. 

Surface  Water  Drainage 

Work  on  the  improvements  and  partial  piping  of  the  Galley  Ditch 
was  started  in  January.  Over  340  yards  of  36in.  and  24in.  diameter 
pipes  were  used.  The  construction  of  a  stilling  bay,  which  formed  part 
of  the  scheme,  has  operated  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Large  quan¬ 
tities  of  silt  have  been  washed  down  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
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water-course  and  deposited  in  this  unit.  It  has,  however,  become  a 
dangerous  play  area  for  local  children  and  the  Council  have  agreed  to 
form  a  closed  tank  with  a  removable  roof  for  access. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  the  Nash  Grove  Lane  surface  water 
sewer,  but  due  to  the  financial  crisis  in  October  loan  sanction  for  the 
work  could  not  be  obtained.  It  is  hoped  authority  may  be  given  to 
proceed  with  the  scheme  in  1966. 

One  of  the  interesting  jobs  carried  out  in  the  late  summer  was  the 
construction  of  the  36in.  dia.  surface  water  sewer  under  the  Southern 
Railway  line  at  Henley  Road,  Earley.  By  using  a  thrust  bore  method 
of  construction  the  thirty  yards  of  sewer  were  completed  in  ten  weeks. 

W.  BENNETT. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL’S  SURVEYOR 

Housing  Statistics 

The  number  of  deposited  plans  submitted  for  Town  Planning 


and/or  Byelaw  consideration  for  the  year  1965  is  as  follows: — 

Outline  applications  for  housing  development  .  311 

Detailed  plans  for  housing  development  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Detailed  plans  for  alterations  and  additions  to  existing  dwellings, 
for  conversions,  business  premises,  large  garages  and  new 

accesses,  etc.  ...  .  333 

Advertisement  signs .  35 

Industrial  Buildings .  14 

Local  Authority  development  .  11 

Schools  20 

Working  of  minerals .  2 

Development  by  Statutory  Undertakings .  4 

Electricity  line  extensions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Plans  requiring  byelaw  approval  only: — 

Small  additions  or  alterations  to  existing  dwellings,  drainage 
systems,  small  domestic  garages,  farm  buildings  .  558 


1,452 


(1964  Total:  1,787) 

The  number  of  private  houses  completed  in  1965  and  under  con¬ 
struction  on  the  31st  December  1965  is  as  follows: — 


Under 

Parish 

Completed 

Construction 

Arborfield  . 

42 

27 

Barkham  . 

8 

2 

Earley  . 

...  163 

28 

Finchampstead 

12 

6 

Hurst  . 

7 

3 

Remenham  . 

1 

— 

Ruscombe  . 

6 

• — 

Shinfield 

52 

13 

Sonning  . 

2 

— 

Swallowfield 

6 

7 

Twyford  . 

...  108 

52 

Wargrave  . 

36 

16 

Winnersh  . 

...  162 

40 

Wokingham  Without 

...  115 

44 

Woodley  . 

... 

...  260 

101 

980 

339 

1964 

Totals 

...  831 

347 

G.  R.  TWEEN, 

Surveyor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  MANAGER 

During  the  year  the  number  of  properties  owned  by  the  Council 
has  been  brought  up  to  1,851  by  the  completion  of  the  development  at 
School  Green,  Shinfield. 

This  is  the  first  major  development  by  the  Council  on  the  “  open 
forecourt  ”  principle  and  the  appearance  of  the  estate  when  finally 
completed  should  be  extremely  pleasing. 

Work  has  commenced  on  a  contract  for  32  units  of  accommodation 
at  Sonning.  This  comprises  of  18  old  people’s  bungalows  plus  a  two 
bedroomed  bungalow  for  occupation  by  a  warden  and  also  a  guest 
bedroom,  and  12  two  bedroomed  flats.  This  development  should  be 
completed  mid- 1966.  A  further  development  of  56  units  again  designed 
primarily  for  old  people  and  with  warden  accommodation  has  been 
approved  for  Woodley  and  work  is  expected  to  commence  on  this  site 


around  mid-1966. 

An  analysis  of 

the  houses  owned 

by  the 

Rural 

District  Council 

of  Wokingham  as 

at  31st 

December,  1965, 

is  as 

follows: — 

Com- 

Under 

Built 

pleted 

construe- 

Pre-1939 

1944 

Post-War 

tion  Approved 

Total 

Arborfield 

...  38 

2 

42 

— 

— 

82 

Barkham 

...  8 

— 

14 

— 

— 

22 

Earley 

...  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Finchampstead 

...  25 

— 

42 

— 

— 

67 

Hurst 

...  22 

— 

26 

— 

— 

48 

Remenham 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Ruscombe 

...  31 

— 

77 

— 

— 

108 

Shinfield 

...  56 

— 

353 

— 

— 

409 

Swallowfield 

...  39 

2 

25 

— 

■ — 

66 

Sonning 

...  34 

— 

16 

32 

— 

82 

Twyford 

...  36 

— 

124 

— 

— 

160 

Wargrave 

...  46 

— 

115 

— 

— 

161 

Winnersh 

...  18 

— 

41 

— 

— 

59 

Wokingham  Without  15 

2 

73 

— 

— 

90 

Woodley 

...  25 

2 

480 

— 

56 

563 

397 

8 

1,436 

32 

56  1,929 

During  the  year  there  have  been  over  250  tenancy  changes,  as 
besides  the  letting  of  the  new  units  completed  at  School  Green,  Shin- 
field,  the  Council’s  policy  to  make  the  best  use  of  every  available  unit 
of  accommodation  is  being  fully  implemented  and  there  have  been  over 
150  exchanges  and  transfers  carried  out  in  implementing  this.  In  dealing 
with  these  transfers  and  exchanges  it  has  not  been  necessary  on  any 
single  occasion  to  resort  to  the  compulsory  powers  which  the  Council 
have.  To  persuade  tenants  to  move  can  and  does  at  times  take  up 
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considerably  more  time  on  the  part  of  the  Housing  Management  staff 
than  an  ordinary  straightforward  letting,  but  I  have  no  doubts  whatso¬ 
ever  that  this  is  time  well  spent. 

The  annual  review  of  the  housing  waiting  list  was  carried  out  early 
in  the  year  and  an  analysis  of  the  figures  is  shown  below: — 


1964 

1965 

Arborfield  . 

36 

51 

Barkham  . 

9 

15 

Earley 

51 

66 

Finchampstead 

25 

26 

Hurst  . .  . 

31 

26 

Remenham  . 

10 

10 

Ruscombe  . 

10 

14 

Shinfield  . 

...  137 

141 

Sonning  . 

25 

25 

Swallowfield  . 

35 

36 

Twyford  . 

73 

69 

Wargrave  . 

55 

53 

Winnersh  . 

61 

59 

Wokingham  Without  ... 

80 

79 

Woodley  . 

...  102 

105 

740 

775 

The  staff  of  the  Department  was  increased  by  the  appointment  of 
a  Clerical  Assistant  in  June  to  cope  with  the  clerical  and  filing  duties 
and  in  December  the  appointment  of  an  additional  experienced  Housing 
Assistant  was  recommended,  and  this  appointment  I  am  hoping  to  fill 
during  1966.  This  will  enable  me  to  carry  out  some  aspects  of  housing 
management  which  it  had  previously  been  impossible  to  deal  with. 
Included  in  these  will  be  a  survey  of  garages,  garage  needs  and  car 
parking  problems  in  general,  so  that  an  over-all  policy  can  be  formu¬ 
lated  to  deal  with  this  problem.  In  addition  I  am  hoping  to  be  able 
to  start  very  shortly  a  system  of  periodic  inspections  of  all  properties 
owned  by  the  Council  and  a  survey  of  occupants  so  that  the  full  extent 
of  under  and  over  occupation  can  be  determined. 

W.  BULLOUGH. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

WET  SCAVENGING 


(a)  Collection 


As  in  the  previous  year,  the  fleet  of  vehicles  has  been  maintained 
at  six,  with  a  seventh  in  reserve.  The  following  is  the  statistical  inform¬ 
ation  regarding  the  work  carried  out  with  the  vehicles  compared  with 
the  previous  year: — 

1964  1965 


No.  of  vehicle  hours  worked 
No.  of  miles  travelled 
No.  of  gallons  of  fuel  used  . 
No.  of  cesspools  emptied 
Length  of  hose  used  (ft.) 
Sewage  disposed  of  (gals.)  . 


11,969  10,862 

84,215  99,301 

8,114  9,359 

11,350  11,596 

902,930  1,116,946 

13,969,525  15,935,500 


This  year  saw  the  inception  of  a  Bonus  Scheme  for  the  employees 
engaged  on  Wet  Scavenging  work.  From  a  practical  point  of  view,  a 
comparison  of  work  with  that  carried  out  in  the  previous  year  is 
probably  the  only  reasonable  one  that  can  ever  be  made  to  test  the 
efficiency  of  the  bonus  scheme.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  above, 
the  gallonage  disposed  of  has  increased  by  14  per  cent,  the  mileage  by 
18  per  cent  and  the  amount  of  hose  laid  by  23  per  cent.  The  total  of 
wages  paid  to  the  men  employed  on  collection  was  £243  less  at  £9,164 
— a  saving  of  2.7  per  cent  in  spite  of  a  basic  wage  rate  increase  of 
5.4  per  cent. 


It  was  anticipated  that  main  drainage  would  be  available  for  the 
Barkham/ Wokingham  Without  areas  by  the  end  of  the  year.  This, 
however,  has  not  been  forthcoming  and  in  consequence  of  this  and  the 
heavy  rainfall  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  demands  upon  the 
service  have  increased  rather  than  decreased. 


A  difficult  year  for  cesspool  emptying  was  envisaged  and  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  bonus  scheme  with  its  increased  productivity  resulting  in 
more  cesspools  being  emptied  has,  in  some  measure,  alleviated  what 
would  otherwise  have  been  an  extremely  serious  situation. 

The  elimination  by  main  drainage  of  some  of  the  smaller  cesspools, 
and  the  tendency  to  build  larger  cesspools  of  not  less  than  4,000  gallons 
capacity  when  the  Building  Regulations  come  into  operation  next  year, 
will  increase  the  average  size  of  cesspools  and  might  delay  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  frequency  of  the  service  given  by  the  Council. 

The  increase  in  the  hose  laid  is  to  some  extent  due  to  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  two  new  vehicles  which  are  8ft.  wide  and  have  reduced 
manoeuvrability,  resulting  in  the  vehicles  being  unable  to  use  the 
entrance  drives  of  the  properties. 
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(b)  Disposal 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  cesspool  sewage,  in 
gallons,  disposed  of  at  the  various  sites  compared  with  the  previous 
year: — 


Site 

1964 

1965 

Gipsy  Lane 

2,606,250 

1,952,830 

Colemans  Moor 

2,737,050 

3,533,200 

Winnersh  Farm 

811.200 

2,953,220 

Other  sites  . 

1,488,900 

877,750 

Into  manholes  at: — 

Wokingham  Borough  Sewers 

1,869,175 

— 

Wargrave  Sewers  . 

1,385,300 

1,601,950 

Winnersh  Sewers 

1,426,725 

2,352,850 

Shinfield  Sewers 

1,644,925 

2,663,700 

13,969,525  15,935,500 


As  will  be  seen,  the  use  of  the  sewers  in  the  Wokingham  Borough 
has  ceased,  but  it  has  been  possible  to  dispose  of  over  6J  million 
gallons  in  the  sewers  in  the  Rural  District.  When  the  new  Sewage 
Works  at  Arborfield,  now  being  constructed,  are  available  for  the 
disposal  of  cesspool  contents  the  position  for  disposal  should  be 
improved. 

The  land  treatment  site  at  Colemans  Moor  has  functioned  excep¬ 
tionally  well  to  dispose  of  3J  million  gallons  without  serious  contamina¬ 
tion  of  the  outfall  to  the  river.  Its  future,  however,  is  likely  to  be 
short-lived  when  development  takes  place  on  the  Woodley  Aerodrome 
site.  The  site  at  Winnersh  Farm  has  disposed  of  almost  3  million 
gallons  without  contamination  of  the  Emm  Brook.  This  follows  the 
reorganisation  of  the  site  to  enable  de-sludging  to  be  carried  out 
mechanically.  Another  year  it  will  not  give  such  service,  but  the  sewer 
laying  in  Wokingham  Without  should  reduce  the  disposal  to  this  site 
next  year. 


CONNECTIONS  TO  MAIN  DRAINAGE 

No.  of  Notices  that  Sewer  was  available  delivered .  4 

No.  of  properties  connected  to  the  Sewer  .  132 

Four  properties  in  Wokingham  Without  Parish  were  the  only  ones 
to  benefit  by  the  taking  over  of  public  sewers  during  the  year  under 
review.  It  is  disappointing  that  the  Barkham/Finchampstead/  Woking¬ 
ham  Without  scheme  was  not  completed  during  the  year,  but  next  year 
should  see  this,  and  the  Swallowfield  main  drainage  scheme  in  operation. 
Although  this  will  result  in  extremely  heavy  pressure  of  work  in  the 
Department  it  will  eliminate  the  biggest  cause  for  complaints  and 
nuisance  in  the  area.  The  position  is  such  that  main  drainage  is  'the 
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only  solution  to  a  large  number  of  cases  where  inadequate  and  defective 
cesspools  give  rise  to  nuisance.  Of  the  132  properties  connected  to  the 
sewer,  120  were  in  the  Shinfield/Swallowfield  area,  5  in  Wokingham 
Without  and  the  remaining  7  in  six  other  parishes. 

The  position  regarding  the  connection  of  Council  houses  to  the 
sewer  referred  to  in  the  report  for  last  year  is  unfortunately  unchanged. 


DRY  SCAVENGING 


(a)  Collection 

The  system  of  collection  is  the  same  as  that  detailed  in  the  previous 
report.  The  replacement  of  one  of  the  older  18  yd.  Fore  and  Aft  refuse 
collection  vehicles  by  a  35  yd.  Pakamatic  Continuous  Loader  was  made 
in  April.  The  increased  capacity  of  this  vehicle  has  in  some  measure 
helped  to  deal  with  the  number  of  new  domestic  properties  built  during 
the  year.  The  other  factor  which  has  helped  the  Council  to  deal  with 
this  continuing  problem  is  the  operation  of  the  bonus  scheme,  which 
encourages  additional  work  on  payment  to  be  carried  out.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  comparison  of  the  total  work  carried  out  by  the  refuse  collec¬ 
tion  fleet: — 


1964 

1965 

Total  no.  of  vehicle  hours  worked 

22,613 

22,227 

Total  miles  travelled  . 

99,953 

96,246 

Total  fuel  used  (gals.)  . 

10,317 

10,632 

Total  oil  used  (gals.)  . 

390 

345 

Refuse  removed  (c.  yds.) . 

146,039 

153,083 

This  is  the  first  year  when  the  percentage  increase  in  the  volume 
of  refuse  collected  has  been  roughly  the  same  as  the  percentage  increase 
in  the  number  of  additional  properties.  It  is  hoped  that  this  is  an 
indication  that  the  increase  in  the  bulky  nature  of  refuse  has  reached 
its  peak. 

(b)  Disposal 

Two  sites  have  again  been  used  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  by 
controlled  tipping: — 

cu.  yds. 


1964  1965 

Hyde  End  Road,  Shinfield  .  49,794  16,665 

Ham  River  Gravel  Pits,  Woodley  ...  97,322  139,838 

Depot,  Watmore  Lane  .  132  — 

147,248  156,503 

Refuse  from  Wokingham  Borough  ...  25,200  12,000 


172,448  168,503 
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The  site  at  Hyde  End  Road,  Shinfield,  was  completed  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  area  which  was  left  to  accommodate  material 
which  is  to  be  excavated  from  the  tip  to  allow  a  rising  main  for  sewage 
disposal  to  traverse  the  site.  The  completion  of  the  final  covering, 
ditching  and  fencing,  will  be  carried  out  as  early  as  possible  next  year. 

The  area  of  land  recently  purchased  by  the  Council  at  Woodley 
was  utilised  for  tipping  after  water  had  been  drained  from  the  area 
which  adjoined  the  old  washery  plant.  Tipping  was  commenced  on  this 
site  towards  the  public  footpath  which  runs  through  the  site.  Ground 
conditions  became  extremely  unstable  and  the  deposited  refuse  moved 
further  away  from  the  tipping  face  when  attempts  were  made  to  cover 
this  with  soil.  This  unfortunately  happened  in  the  late  Autumn  when 
there  was  a  high  temperature  following  heavy  rainfall,  and  for  the  first 
time  there  was  a  fly  nuisance  at  this  site.  This  was  eventually  controlled 
by  insecticides  and  finally  covered. 

The  plant  in  use  for  disposal  operations  is  that  detailed  in  the  last 
Annual  Report. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 
Inspections 


Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  S 

Milk  Delivery  Vehicles .  6 

Bakehouses  ...  .  8 

Bakers’  and  Confectioners’  Shops  .  24 

Butchers’  Shops .  116 

Wet  Fish  Shops .  16 

Canteens  and  Catering  Establishments  .  72 

Confectioners’  Shops  .  24 

Grocers’  and  General  Provisions  Shops  .  468 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises .  112 

Stalls  and  Mobile  Vans  .  105 

Ice  Cream  Shops  .  19 

Fruiterers’  and  Greengrocers’  Shops .  45 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 


The  year  under  review  showed  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of 
complaints  received  regarding  unwholesome  food  and  a  detailed  state¬ 
ment  is  given  below  on  the  action  taken  in  the  various  cases  which  were 
referred  to  the  Public  Health  Committee: — 

1.  Carton  of  Yogurt  containing  portion  of  cigarette. 

Court  proceedings — Fines  totalling  £33  17s.  Od. 

2.  Mould  growth  in  pre-packed  cake. 

Warning  letter  to  supplier. 

3.  Frozen  chicken  showing  decomposition  on  thawing. 

Warning  letter  to  suppliers. 
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4.  Extraneous  matter  in  sliced  loaf. 

Court  proceedings — Fines  totalling  £20  10s.  Od. 

5.  Foreign  body  in  frozen  meat. 

Court  proceedings — Fines  totalling  £37  Os.  Od. 

6.  Mould  growth  in  a  chicken  and  ham  pie. 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

7.  Mould  growth  in  pre-packed  cake. 

Court  proceedings,  case  pending. 

8.  Mouldy  potato  crisps. 

Court  proceedings,  case  pending. 

The  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  all  food  establishments  has  been 
well  maintained,  and  co-operation  with  the  retailers  has  shown  good 
results.  The  underlying  cause  of  the  complaints  is  again  centred  on  the 
lack  of  satisfactory  coding  of  foodstuffs  by  manufacturers  whereby 
the  retailer  is  able  at  a  glance  to  tell  the  age  and  shop  life  of  perishable 
goods.  Until  such  time  as  this  is  established  these  complaints  will  tend 
to  recur. 

Unsound  Food 

248  lbs.  English  Beef 
24  lbs.  English  Pork 
33  lbs.  Ox  Kidneys 
54  lbs.  Fish 
193  lbs.  Chicken 
24  lbs.  Rabbits 
5^  lbs.  Pig  Kidneys 

Milk  Sampling 

Four  samples  of  school  milk  gave  satisfactory  results  for  methylene 
blue  and  phosphatase  tests. 


26  lbs.  Butter 
10  lbs.  Cheese 

1,239  tins  Various  Foodstuffs 
357  pkts.  Frozen  Foods 
105  lbs.  Cooked  Meats 
580  lbs.  Macaroni 
41  cases  Powdered  Soft  Drinks 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

The  number  of  persons  holding  licences  under  the  above  Act  and 
Order  is  15. 

The  condition  of  plant  and  premises  has  been  reasonably  main¬ 
tained  and  no  infringements  of  the  Act  have  been  discovered.  Several 
complaints,  however,  mainly  due  to  smell  and  pollution  of  ditches 
surrounding  pig  farms,  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

Sixteen  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Act,  and  the  premises 
were  on  the  whole  well  maintained.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to  refuse 
one  licence  due  to  the  premises  falling  below  the  standards  required. 
Several  of  the  Boarding  Establishments  could  be  described  as  “  show 
places,”  and  one  cannot  fail  to  be  amazed  at  the  lavish  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  given  to  domestic  pets. 
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HOUSING 

Slum  Clearance  Programme 

The  following  shows  the  action  taken  during  the  year  under  the 

above  programme: — 

(1)  Number  of  properties  represented  as  unfit  for  human 

habitation  during  the  year  (excluding  3  unfit  houses 
demolished  prior  to  formal  action  being  taken)  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas 
as  a  result  of  formal  procedure  under  Sections  16  or 

17  (1)  Housing  Act  1957  .  7 

Number  of  persons  displaced  .  8 

Number  of  families  .  3 

(3)  Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  under  Section  16  (4), 

17  (1),  and  35  (1),  Housing  Act  1957,  and  Section  26, 

Housing  Act  1961 .  9 

Number  of  persons  displaced  .  27 

Number  of  families  .  9 

(4)  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied: 

After  informal  notice  by  Local  Authority  .  7 

After  formal  notice  under  Section  24,  Housing  Act  1957  10 

Housing  Act  1964  (Part  II) 

Compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings: 

Number  of  representations  received .  2 

Preliminary  Notices  served  proposing  improvement  to  full 

standard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Housing  Act  1957 

Slum  Clearance  return: 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  area  . 17,632 

Estimated  total  number  of  permanent  houses  unfit  for 

human  habitation  (February  1965)  ...  ...  ...  125 

Housing  Inspections 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects: 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

WATER  SAMPLING 

No.  of  visits  re.  water  supply .  34 

No.  of  well  water  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  mains  water  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nine  samples  of  well  water  gave  unsatisfactory  results;  four  of 

these  were  taken  from  one  house,  which  was  subsequently  connected  to 
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the  mains  supply,  and  five  were  from  a  large  house  supplied  from  a 
deep  bore.  Pollution  was  subsequently  traced  to  the  main  storage 
tank.  Chlorination  has  been  effected. 

The  mains  water  samples  were  all  satisfactory. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF 
DEVELOPMENT  ACT  1960 

A  total  of  52  applications  were  received  for  planning  permission 
and  licences  under  the  above  Act,  of  which  15  were  refused.  Short  term 
permissions  were  granted  in  respect  of  37,  which  number  included  3 
cases  where  “running  down”  licences  were  issued. 

The  Council  were  considering  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  greater 
measure  of  co-ordination  on  the  question  of  caravans  as  between  the 
Planning  Committee,  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Housing 
Committee.  The  Council’s  sites  at  Grovelands  Avenue  and  California- 
in-England  are  under  the  control  of  the  Housing  Committee,  with  a 
total  of  99  plots  at  these  two  sites. 

The  total  number  of  authorised  sites  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  76, 
on  which  382  caravans  can  be  accommodated. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT 

Informal  action  only  was  taken  under  the  above  Act,  following  a 
complaint  regarding  excessive  noise  from  a  Milling  and  Seed  Factory. 
Detailed  investigations  were  made,  but  insufficient  evidence  was 
obtained  to  deal  with  the  matter  as  a  Statutory  Nuisance  under 
the  Public  Health  Act.  Certain  measures  taken  at  the  factory  resulted 
in  improvements. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

No  official  action  under  the  above  Act  was  taken  during  the  year 
under  review.  A  number  of  complaints  have  been  received  regarding 
bonfires,  but  in  no  case  has  it  been  considered  that  action  under  Section 
16  of  the  Act  could  be  effective. 

In  an  area  that  is  in  certain  parishes  becoming  intensively  devel¬ 
oped  with  urban  type  houses,  this  appears  to  be  an  ever-increasing 
source  of  complaint. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 


Section  50 

No  burials  were  undertaken  during  the  year  under  the  above  Act. 
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SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1964 
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Thirty-one  applications  for  registration  under  the  above  Act  were 
received  from  dealers.  No  exemptions  under  Section  9  as  to  itinerant 
collectors  were  given,  and  the  obligation  is  on  all  dealers  to  keep 
records  of  scrap  metal  received  and  disposed  of.  Of  the  31  applicants, 
16  are  itinerant  collectors  with  no  scrap  metal  store  and  15  are  collec¬ 
tors  with  stores. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Work¬ 
place 

No  of  Persons 


Class  of  Workplace  Employed 

Offices  1,013 

Retail  Shops .  499 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  ...  38 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public  116 

Canteen  .  7 

Fuel  Storage  Depot .  — 


Total  ...  1,673 

Males  .  824 

Females  .  849 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Total  no.  of 

No.  of  registered 

No.  of  premises 

registered 

premises  receiving 

registered 

premises 

a  genera]  inspection 

Totals 

during  year 

at  end  of  year 

during  year 

Offices 

4 

43 

3 

Retail  Shops . 

15 

113 

46 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

1 

5 

1 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  the  Public, 

Canteens  . 

2 

13 

2 

Fuel  Storage  Depots ... 

— 

3 

1 

A  start  was  made  with  the  inspection  under  the  above  Act  when 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  inspector  was  made  during  June. 
Very  few  contraventions  of  the  Act  have  been  found.  This  is  no  doubt 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  premises  registered  are  shops, 
many  of  which  have  been  and  are  being  inspected  under  other  legisla¬ 
tion. 
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PEST  CONTROL 


Number  of  complaints  received: — 

Rat  infestation . 

Mice 

Olher  pests  . 

Number  of  properties  found  infested  with: — 

D  o  to 

t- vtl  •••  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  •»'  ••• 

Mice  . 

Other  pests  . 

Number  of  treatments  carried  over  from  previous  year  ... 

Number  of  properties  treated  for: — 

Rat  infestation . 

iog  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  pests  . 


528 

67 

262 


916 

120 

277 

27 


933 

119 

184 


Number  of  infested  properties  where  advice  has  been  given 

Number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  .  . 

Number  of  re-inspections  carried  out  . 

Income  from  services  carried  out  under  contract .  £937 


93 
4,749 
1,488 
0  0 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  complaints  of  rodent 
infestation  increased  considerably.  A  number  of  contracts  with  agricul¬ 
tural  premises  which  were  not  renewed  the  previous  year  have  now 
been  renewed  due  to  infestation. 
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SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  370 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  630 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  346 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,805 

Verminous  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Licensed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pig  Sties  and  Poultry  Runs  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Infectious  Disease  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Collection  of  Faecal  Stools,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

NOTICES 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  during  the  year  ...  ...  301 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  from  1964  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  the  year  ...  291 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  36 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  during  the  year  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  — 

Work  carried  out  by  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  ...  — 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties 

6 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

110 

94 

(iii)  Other  premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

116 

99 

— 

— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref€ 

To 

H.M. 

Insp’tr 

srred 

By 

H.M. 

Insp’tr 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 
Unsuitable  or 

Defective  . 

6 

6 

— 

2 

— 

TOTAL  . 

6 

6 

— 

2 

— 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 
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Section  133  Section  134 


Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
Out- 
Workers 
in  Aug. 
List 

required  by 
Section 
133(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
Cases 
of  Default 
in  sending 
Lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
Failure 
to  supply 
Lists 

No.  of 
Instances 
of  work  in 
Unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing 
apparel : 
Making, 
etc. 

14 

Furniture 

and 

Upholstery 

1 

_ 

TOTAL 

15 
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D.  EVANS 


Printed  by  J.  W.  FULLER,  6  Station  Road,  Twyford,  Reading,  Berks. 
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